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How One Water came to Austin (and TX)



COA 
Municipal 
Water 
Supply

• COA has access to water 
supplies of up to 325,000 
acre feet per year 

• Municipal supply comes 
from a combination of:

• City of Austin senior water 
rights (run of river or ROR) 

• Water supply contracts with 
LCRA (providing firm water 
and firm back-up to ROR 
rights)

City of Austin 
Water Supplies



Drivers – drought, pop growth, climate 
Population Growth

Climate Change
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Projected 
high-level 
climate 
trends in the 
Colorado 
River basin

• Annual mean temperature is projected to 
increase

• Number of hot days with temperatures 
above 100°F are projected to increase

Temperature

• Rainfall distribution is projected to 
change

• Less frequent and more intense rainfall 
events are projected

Rainfall

• Number of dry days with precipitation 
below 0.01” are projected to increase

Dry Days



Austin’s Water Use



Water Forward Adopted Dec 2018



Water Forward 
Recommended 
Strategies yield 
120,000 afy of 
water supply by 
2040. 

This is in 
addition to 
Austin’s  
Colorado 
River/Highland 
Lakes Water 
Supply 



Irrigation and Landscape 
Ordinance
S Currently in the stakeholder 

engagement phase
S Ordinance will apply to new 

single-family residences and 
will set requirements for 
conserving water in irrigation 
systems and landscapes

S Water Supply/Savings by 2040 = 
4000 acre/feet per year



Water Use Benchmarking

www.austintexas.gov/page/water-benchmarking
S Water Supply/Savings by 2040 = 

6000 acre/feet per year

http://www.austintexas.gov/page/water-benchmarking


Onsite Water Reuse System Program

Voluntary* OWRS Program
§ New OWRS regulations in Title 15  (Utility 

Regulations) for the design, permitting 
and operation and maintenance of multi-
family & commercial systems

§ Encourage voluntary adoption of OWRS 
in new development to test out the new 
regulatory framework with pilot incentive

Mandatory OWRS Program
§ Mandatory installation of OWRS for 

commercial and multi-family developments 
>250,000 sq. ft. in Title 25 (Land 
Development Code)

§ Rules will be posted on the applicability for 
the mandate along with provisions for 
enforcing the mandate

Phase I went into effect December 2020 Phase 2 to take effect December 2023

*Mandatory for 100 ton+ cooling towers

austintexas.gov/department/onsite-water-reuse-systems
S Water Supply/Savings by 2040 = 

5000 acre/feet per year

https://www.austintexas.gov/department/onsite-water-reuse-systems


Onsite Water Blackwater Reuse Pilot
OSCAR (On-Site Collection and Reuse) and 

CLARA (Closed-Loop Advanced Reclaimed Assembly)

austintexas.gov/department/oscar-and-clara-pilot-project-faq

austintexas.gov/department/oscar-and-clara-pilot-project-faq


Centralized Reclaimed Water
SPlanned expansion of the 

centralized reclaimed system

SExpansion of reclaimed 
connection requirements for 
new developments

Planned 2040 Centralized Reclaimed System

S Water Supply/Savings by 2040 = 
12,000 acre/feet per year



Aquifer Storage and Recovery

S Water Supply/Savings by 2040 = 
60,000 acre/feet per year



Water Forward Strategies 

SAdvanced Meter Infrastructure
• 4000 afy in savings by 2040

SWater Loss Mitigation
• 10,000 afy in savings by 2040



What does this mean downstream? 



§ Develop range of futures
§ Find common near-term 

strategies that work for a broad 
range of futures

§ Develop adaptive management 
plan with key decision points

§ Re-evaluate at key decision 
points
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Jennifer Walker
Director, Texas Coast and Water Program
Walkerj@nwf.org
512-610-7776

THANKS! 

mailto:Walkerj@nwf.org

